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in Elain Asshurbanapal pressed on and took Bit-
Iinbi, a fortification on the borders. Ummanal-
dash was too new to the throne to be able to turn
attention to an invasion, and needed his strength
to ward off another possible insurrection at home,
in which he might lose his life, as had his prede-
cessors. He therefore forsook his chief city, Ma*
daktu, and fled into the mountains, to a place known
as Dur-Undasi, before which flowed the river Ididi
(probably the Disful). The river formed, a natural
defense, and here Ummanaldash fortified himself
as best he might. Asshurbunapal followed, tak-
ing the cities one by one as he went, that no dan-
gers might be left in the rear. At last Madaktu
fell, and with the other cities between it and the
Ididi was thrown down and burned. When the
Tdidi was reached the river was at flood, and there
was a strong reluctance in the army to attempt it.
Their fears were overcome by a dream granted to
the whole array, in which Ishtar of Arbela spoke
and said, " I go before Asshurbanapal, the king,
whom mine hands have created." It is interest-
ing to observe how frequently omens, visions, and
dreams figure in the records of this latter-day As-
syrian king, and how very infrequent they are be-
fore his day. Thus encouraged, the troops crossed
and Dur-Undasi was taken, but Urnmanaldaah es-
caped into the mountains. Thereupon the whole
land was devastated, Susa, the ancient capital,
was taken, and in its palace Asshurbanapal began
a work of pillage which it would be difficult to-